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Building with Old Tires 
and Straw Bales 
The Seed House, an education and greenhouse 
project at the Trillium Center, is an experiment in 
alternative and natural building. We started with an 
existing concrete slab, probably the only evidence of 
the dairy that was once here. We dug a drainage ditch 
around the slab and set the dirt aside. Then after 
pulling old tires out of Conneaut’s harbor, we lined 
the tires up and pounded the dirt into them as a 
foundation for the straw bale walls.  

The next steps are to start coating the straw bales 
with a mixture of cement, lime, and clay to seal in the 
walls on three sides. The front of the building will be 
a series of wood framed windows – glass panes that 
builder Charles Schiavone salvaged years ago.  
 
 If you like to get your hands dirty, we are having 
three work parties in October and November to make 
sure we get the building sealed up before winter sets 
in. We will start around 10 am on October 13 and 20 
and at noon on November 3. We generally work for a 
few hours, have a meal, then a couple hours more, 
and we promise you’ll be real dirty before you go 
home. Let us know you’re coming: write to 
trilliumctr@gmail.com or call (440) 812-9921. 

Upcoming Events  
October 13, 10:00 AM-4:00 PM 
Setting Up Makeshift Clinics in Chaotic Situations 
Farmacy Herbs, West Greenwich, RI, 02904 
Leah Wolfe, from the Trillium Center, will talk about 
the ins and outs of setting up makeshift clinics. To learn 
more, visit farmacyherbs.com. 

October 13, 10 AM-afternoon 
Seed House Work Party 
Trillium Center, 715 Furnace Rd., Conneaut, OH 44030	  
See more about Seed House 	  

October 20, 10 AM-afternoon 
Seed House Work Party 
Trillium Center, 715 Furnace Rd., Conneaut, OH 44030	  

October 25, 6:00 PM-7:30 PM 
Learning About Plant Medicine 
Glenwood, YMCA, 3727 Cherry St., Erie, PA 
Explore the therapeutic, energetic, and spiritual 
properties of medicinal plants with herbalist Leah Wolfe, 
MPH. To read more about Leah’s experiential process of 
working with plants, visit this website: serpentine-
project.org. $10 members/$15 nonmembers	  

October 26, 3:00 PM-6:00 PM	  
Serpentine Project Study Group and Potluck	  
Trillium Center, 715 Furnace Rd., Conneaut, OH 44030	  
The Serpentine Project is a monthly experiential study 
project that allows participants to learn about plants 
directly by using their senses. Reserve a space at 
trilliumctr@gmail.com. Read more about the study 
groups at: serpentine-project.org. $10	  

November 3, noon-afternoon 
Seed House Work Party 
Trillium Center, 715 Furnace Rd., Conneaut, OH 44030	  

For more info, write to trilliumctr@gmail.com	  
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Work/Exchange Program at the Trillium Center 

 
 
The Seed Fund 
The Seed Fund is a fundraising project for the 
Trillium Center. Monies raised help us buy 
plants and seeds and build infrastructure. This 
year we are close to finishing the Seed House, a 
greenhouse and sunroom. The Seed House will 
be a place where participants can learn how to 
plant seeds and propagate plants that are at risk 
of becoming endangered. Please consider making 
a donation to help us finish the building or to 
buy plants that need to be planted this fall. 

Donations are tax-deductible! 
The Trillium Center is a sponsored project of 
Fractured Atlas, a non‐profit arts service 
organization. Contributions for the charitable 
purposes of the Trillium Center must be made 
payable to “Fractured Atlas” only and are 
tax‐deductible to the extent permitted by law. To 
make a donation, mail a check payable to 
Fractured Atlas to The Trillium Center, 715 
Furnace Rd., Conneaut, OH 44030 or make a 
donation online at: 
https://www.fracturedatlas.org/site/fiscal/profile
?id=8136	  

Seeking 2014 Workshop 
& Lecture Proposals  
With the turning of the seasons, we have begun to 
look toward next year’s schedule. In doing so we 
are looking for folks with unique skills and 
knowledge who are willing to work with the 
Trillium Center in order to make their 
information available to the larger public.  

If you have a skill or information that has 
something special to offer, in terms of 
sustainability, the folk arts, or even a wide body of 
knowledge that will improve the quality of life of 
those who can share in it, please let us know.   

Your proposal should include the title, a 
description of the workshop or lecture, let us 
know your optimal number of participants, what 
sort and size of space you will need to offer the 
class, and whatever fees you will need in order to 
make it happen. The sooner you let us know, the 
more flexibility you will have to schedule your 
event.  

The form for submition can be found on our home 
page,  https://www.trilliumcenter.org  

 
	  

In September, the Trillium Center hosted Rachel 
and Simon from the Finger Lakes area as our first 
participants in the work/exchange program. They 
helped with a seed saving project gathering and 
cleaning seeds for milk thistle, motherwort, 
feverfew, and Echinacea. They helped us begin the 
process of building the straw bale walls for the 
Seed House, a greenhouse and education project. 
And they cooked up delicious and nutritious food 
to share with everyone. In exchange they attended 
classes and received herbal remedies. To find out 
more about the program and the 2014 Community 
Herbalism Intensive and Herbal Apprenticeship, 
visit our website or contact us (info is below). 
	  


